
James "Jim" William Hahn
February 2, 1926 - November 18, 2020

James (Jim) William Hahn, 94, of Cape Girardeau, died on Wednesday, November 18,
2020 at The Chateau Girardeau.

 

Jim was born in Springfield, Missouri on February 2, 1926. He was one of identical triplets
with the babies collectively weighing 22 pounds. Their parents were unable to care for
them and they were sent to the Missouri Children’s Home in St. Louis for adoption. After
failed attempts to place the boys together, they were adopted by separate families. The 3
would not be reunited for 57 years.

 

Jim was adopted by Quincy and Clestyel (Waller) Hahn of Poplar Bluff. Jim lived a
comfortable life as an only child. One day while Jim was a teenager, he was summoned to
the drug store where he worked to meet an identical boy visiting from the Bootheel. It
turned out to be one of his brothers, but neither one of them knew they had been adopted
and they parted ways after noting that they shared the same birthday.

 

Jim graduated from Poplar Bluff High School in 1944 and immediately entered the Army.
After basic training he was shipped to Europe as part of the 94th Infantry Division of
General Patton’s 3rd Army. His unit fought in the Battle of the Bulge, where they
experienced the most intense combat of WWII, sustaining heavy casualties. Jim was
wounded but returned to his unit as they fought their way across Germany. Jim declined to
discuss his combat experiences but deeply admired General Patton as a leader.

 

He earned a Purple Heart, Combat Infantry Badge, Good Conduct Medal and EAMET
Ribbon (European-African-Middle Eastern Theatre) and was honorably discharged as a
Staff Sergeant.

 

After the war, Jim returned to Poplar Bluff and married Mary Heady, his high school
sweetheart. They were married for 68 years until her death in 2018. They raised 4
children, initially in Sikeston and then in Cape Girardeau.

 



Jim spent his entire career with the materials division of the Missouri highway department
in Sikeston, retiring after 43 years of service.

 

Jim was reunited with his triplet brothers, JC Burch and John Jones, in 1982 after being
contacted by the Missouri Children’s Home. Their reunion was covered on national TV.
Because of the rarity of identical triplets being separated at birth, Jim and his brothers
agreed to travel to Minneapolis to participate in the Twins Study conducted by the
University of Minnesota on genetic and environmental influences. Getting to know his
brothers after 57 years of separation was a source of great joy for Jim, and the brothers
talked often.

 

Jim was a member of St Vincent De Paul Catholic Church in Cape Girardeau and the
Knights of Columbus in Cape Girardeau and Past Grand Knight in Sikeston. He was a
member of the American Legion Post 63 in Cape Girardeau and of the VFW in Cape
Girardeau.

 

Jim is survived by 2 sons, John (Jane) Hahn of McLean, VA and Bruce (Judy) Hahn of
Pacific, MO; 1 daughter, Chris Sirimaturos of Cape Girardeau; 6 grandchildren, Brian
(Amy) Sirimaturos of Weldon Spring, MO, Michael Sirimaturos of Houston, TX,
Christopher (Alex) Hahn of Cape Girardeau, Kayla (Brandon) Graves of Overland Park,
KS, Elisabeth (Seth) Chappell of McLean, VA and David (Mary) Hahn of Raleigh, NC; 4
great grandchildren, Wyatt and Will Sirimaturos of Weldon Spring, MO and Grace and
David Chappell of McLean, VA; special niece and nephew, Becky and Steve McKinney of
West Point, MS; special cousin, Chuck (Janet) Heady of Cape Girardeau; best friend and
honorary son, Mike (Linda) Myers of Sikeston; and many other relatives and friends whom
he loved dearly.

 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Hahn; son, James W. Hahn II; brothers, J.C.
Burch, John Jones, Vernon Martin and half sister, Norma Alexander.

 

Visitation will be Monday, November 23, 2020 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM at Crain Funeral
Home & Cremation Service in Cape Girardeau. Funeral services will be held at 11:00 AM
on Monday, November 23, 2020 at the funeral home with Deacon Mark Kiblinger
officiating. Services will be live streamed online. Burial with full military honors will take
place in St Mary’s Catholic Cemetery in Cape Girardeau.

 

The family would like to give a special thank you to Dr. Kenneth Decoursey for his many
years of medical care and all of the staff at Chateau Girardeau (The Gardens) for their
loving care and friendships over the past 2 ¾ years.



In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Envelopes will be available at the funeral home.

 

Crain Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Cape Girardeau is in charge of
arrangements.
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Comments

You talked of your Dad often, Chris. I know you are proud of him and will miss him
greatly. My heart goes out to you and all your family. What a precious legacy!

 
Kathi Mazzanti - November 24, 2020 at 10:51 PM

Our Condolences to all the family. Your Dad and your Mom were wonderful
neighbors. We will miss him. He always had a smile and something to say to you,
Neighbors on Stoddard Street. Leon and Phyllis Heise

 
Phyllis Heise - November 24, 2020 at 12:34 PM

Chris and family.. I am so very sorry for your loss. Mr. Hahn was one of my favorite
persons to drive for and visit with at the Chateau. What a gentleman he was, always
kind and laughing. He always made me feel happy. Then I read his obituary and what
a life!!!! Chris, you are a lot like your dad! And I think you get the award for best
daughter! Thoughts of you and your family are in my heart and prayers. God bless
you! (I'm Sue, the former van driver.)

 
Sue Rees - November 23, 2020 at 10:47 AM

It was an honor and my pleasure to take care of Jim the past 2 years here at the
chateau Jim was the sweetest and kindest person ever he knew how to make
anyone smile I miss him soo much I often catch myself going to his room to talk to
him and it makes me want to cry because I cant

 
Billy martin - November 23, 2020 at 01:17 AM

Chuck and Janet, you have my sympathy on the loss of your cousin James Hahn.
What an interesting life story!

 
Barbara Hess - November 21, 2020 at 01:54 PM
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I began working with Jim at MoDOT as a summer student when I was 19. After my
father was killed in an accident I began working there full time. Jim became a good
friend as well as a mentor to me. He taught me not only my duties at MoDOT but
many life lessons. He always kept the neatest work diary and concise records and
was an example to a who worked with him. His sense of humor always made a day a
little brighter. Good Bye old friend.

 
Danny Owens - November 20, 2020 at 08:57 PM

Thinking of you & your family during this sad time Chris. Cindy R.

Cindy Rigdon - November 21, 2020 at 03:41 AM

Jim will be missed. Had good time working with Jim. He had a remarkable memory.
Thinking of you and the family. 

 
Jim & Carlene.

Jim Burden - November 23, 2020 at 08:28 AM

Thank you for serving us, SSGT Hahn ! My Father was also a 94ther, serving in the 376th
IR. I am a Past President of the 94th ID Historical Society, a 4th Degree Past Grand Knight
of Council 7838 in Dyersburg, Tn., and also serve as a Patriot Guard member. I would be
proud to sound TAPS with my own trumpet sometime if the family would contact me. 731
334 2575 Vivat Jesus !

Bill Van Sant - November 25, 2020 at 12:31 PM
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