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IN MEMORY OF: 
BILLIE JUNE CONNELLEY JACOBINI 

 

A LIFE WELL LIVED 
 

Serving Location: 
 CRAIN PLEASANT GROVE-MURDALE FUNERAL HOME 

 31 Memorial Drive (Old Route 13), Murphysboro, Illinois 
 

Today our hearts are broken as we mourn the loss of our beloved Mother,
Sister and Grandmother Billie June Connelley Jacobini. 

 

Billie passed peacefully August 15, 2023 in Memorial Hospital of Carbondale,
at the age of 97. Billie always said “Getting old isn’t for sissies!” 

 

Billie was predeceased by her husband, Horace Bowman (Jack) Jacobini; her
son, Charles Jacobini; her daughter, Pamela Jacobini and her siblings, Mack
Connelley; Ray Connelley; Beverly Davis; Liddy Pittard and Phyllis Tarver. 

 

Billie is survived by her brother, James Michael Connelley; her sister, Melba
Connelley; a son, Robert Jacobini; a daughter, Michelle (Jacobini) McCormick;
Michael McCormick, son-in-law; a daughter-in-law, Dianne Jacobini;



grandchildren, Anne Campbell; Caroline Jacobini; Christopher McCormick and
Thomas McCormick; great-grandchildren, Theresa Campbell; Ian Campbell;
Theodore Nash and Mara McCormick. 

 

Billie grew up in Borger, Texas, an oil boom town, during the depression.
Those days gave her endless material for stories about west Texas and the
characters she encountered there. 

 

Billie met the love of her life, Horace (Jack) Jacobini in Canyon, Texas on
February 12, 1944 and they were married July 5, 1944. Jack shipped out for
Europe in December and was gone a year. 

 

After the war Jack and Billie lived in a number of places; Hays, Kansas;
Lawrence, Kansas; Charleston, South Carolina; Huntsville, Alabama; Ada,
Oklahoma and Manilla, Philippine Islands, where they stayed for two years.
Jack and Billie with four children in tow returned from the Philippines on a
French ship sailing from Hong Kong with ports of call in Saigon; Ceylon;
Djibouti; Port Said, passing through the Suez Canal and landing in Marseille,
France. They toured Europe for six weeks and then took a British passenger
ship home to the States. Jack landed a job at SIU in Carbondale where the
family settled for the next 66 years. 

 

In Huntsville as President of the PTA, Billie led the successful campaign for a
new high school building. In Carbondale, she was active in the League of
Women voters, giving speeches around the state in favor of the new Illinois
Constitution of 1970. 

 

After raising four children, Billie went back to school and got a Bachelors and
Master’s degree in History. She took a part-time job as an academic advisor at
SIU and worked her way up to Director of the Undergraduate Pre-Major
Advisement Center. Billie played a crucial role in the creation of NACADA,



The National Academic Advising Association, and she served as the first
editor of its newsletter. She had a long and productive career at the university
and nurtured many lifelong colleagues and friends. After she retired she came
back to help establish the advisement office at SIU’s branch campus in
Nakajo, Japan. 

Billie loved to play bridge, and she was a fierce competitor, winning many
prizes and master points. Billie was also an avid gardener. She was active in
the Evergreen Garden Club and she delighted in the flower design
competitions. She was an avid antique collector. Billie loved Chinese history
and art and was quite knowledgeable on both. Well into her retirement she
attended the opera, and supported the local theatre company. 

 

Billie loved to travel. Jack and Billie visited Egypt; Turkey; Indonesia;
Romania; Russia; Greece; Mexico and Canada. After Jack passed, Billie
continued to travel to England; Japan; Bali; Alaska and many trips to Canada
and California. 

 

Cremation rites have been accorded. Billie will be memorialized in Pleasant
Grove Memorial Park. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be at a later date, hosted by the family. 
 

Memorials can be directed to the Good Samaritan Ministries in Carbondale. 
 

Arrangements have been entrusted to Crain Pleasant Grove-Murdale Funeral
Home.



Cemetery Details

Pleasant Grove Memorial Park

31 Memorial Dr.
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 687-1145
crain@crainsonline.com
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October 23, 2023 at 06:26 AM

Billie June Connelley Jacobini

August 28, 2023 at 12:20 PM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Billie June Connelley Jacobini.

August 28, 2023 at 12:20 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Billie June Connelley Jacobini.

Cherry Connolly - August 25, 2023 at 05:48 PM

I only got to meet her once, mid July, 2023. At 97 she was witty,
friendly, and very intelligent. 
I feel privileged to have met her and family members. 
I wish there was more time to get to know her better.

Lisa Gustafson - August 21, 2023 at 08:12 PM

So sorry for your loss. I remember her well. I would weed her flower
gardens. She enjoyed my company as I did hers. She was a
wounderful person.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Anita Hutton - August 19, 2023 at 02:13 PM

My deepest condolences to the family. Billie Jacobini was a
wonderful person and a role model for academic advisors on the
SIU campus. I truly admired her, looked up to her, and listened
carefully to her when she gave advice and opinions. Anita


