
Bobby Joe Dunning
January 29, 1974 - September 20, 2021

Bobby Joe Dunning, age 47, of Marion, formerly of Tamms, passed away at
4:37 PM on Monday, September 20, 2021 at Heartland Regional Medical
Center. 

 

He was born on January 29, 1974 a son of Billy E. and Lila D. (Barten)
Dunning-Smith. He married Jane Marie Abels on May 26, 2012 and she
survives. 

 

Bobby had worked in the trucking industry as an over the road driver for
Schneider. He was of the Christian faith. He was a member of the Tamms Fire
Department. 

 

Survivors include his wife, Jane Dunning of Marion; his mother and step-dad,
Lila and Les Smith of Fulton, IL; five sons, Kurtlewis (Tina) Abels of Marion,
Justin Lilly of Marion, Sean Edward Lilly of Marion, Britt Lilly of Marion and
Austin (Maddie) Lilly of Marion; three step-daughters, Amanda Shannahan of
Marion, Brittany Coryell of Herrin and Rachel Hartman of Fruitland, MO; a
sister, Tresea Edwards of Marion; a brother, William Dunning (Belinda) of
Springfield, IL; raised as a brother, Jeff Dunavent of Missouri; two brother-in-
laws, Kurt (Donna) Abels and Robert (Margaret) Abels; one sister-in-law,
Arlene (James) Miller; a nephew, Wesley Eaves; two nieces, Chelsea (Jeffrey)
Phipps and Olivia (Andrew Odum) Edwards; and a host of other nieces,



nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, other relatives and friends. 
 

He was preceded in death by his father, Billy Dunning; Paternal and Maternal
grandparents; Mother and Father-in-Law, Robert and Jane Abels; Brother-in-
Law, Mike Abels; aunts and uncles. 

Funeral services will be held at Crain Funeral Home in Tamms on Friday,
September 24, 2021 at 1:00 PM with Bro. Ken Wilson officiating. Visitation will
be from 11:00 AM until the hour of the service at the funeral home. Cremation
will be accorded following the services. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations be made to
Crain Funeral Home to assist with Bobby’s funeral expenses. The family has
also set up a go fund me account where donations can also be made. If you
would prefer to donate via gofundme, here is the link https://gofund.me/2fafebf
7. 

Crain Funeral Home in Tamms has been entrusted with the arrangements.



Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 24. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Crain Funeral Home - Tamms
420 Front St.
Tamms, IL 62988
(618) 833-2176
crain@crainsonline.com

Funeral Service

SEP 24. 1:00 PM (CT)

Crain Funeral Home - Tamms
420 Front St.
Tamms, IL 62988
(618) 833-2176
crain@crainsonline.com

mailto:crain@crainsonline.com
mailto:crain@crainsonline.com


Tribute Wall



MB

JA

AK

October 23, 2023 at 06:26 AM

Bobby Joe Dunning

Mary barbeau - September 23, 2021 at 03:04 PM

Sorry for the familes loss . I have known Bobby's family many years
and bobby was a good person . Rest in peace bobby .

Jennifer Arnold - September 21, 2021 at 10:04 PM

So sorry for your loss Bobby was a good guy .
Prayers for you all.

Allen klein - September 21, 2021 at 09:58 PM

I will miss him terribly because if it was not for him i wouldnt stayed
in marion and met janes sons ,especially kurt and tina . I have
memories of bob walking bella and saying his favorite word when he
was on the phone with jane .....whhhhhy. ! I could tell you alot but
my health cannot let me go on friday .but im always thinking of him
no matter what .


