
Clifton Swafford
November 4, 1927 - June 11, 2023

IN MEMORY OF: 
 

Clifton Swafford 
 

Serving Location: 
 CRAIN FUNERAL HOME – MURPHYSBORO 

 1421 Walnut Street, Murphysboro, Illinois 
 

Clifton “Cliff” Swafford of Murphysboro, passed away peacefully on June 11,
2023, at the age of 95. 

 

Cliff was born in Murphysboro on November 4, 1927, to the late Clifton and
Bonita (Hancock) Swafford. On October 29, 1955, he married Dorris Elene
Hanrahan and they enjoyed 59 years of marriage until her passing in 2014. 

In 1945, Cliff graduated from Murphysboro Township High School then
enlisted and proudly served his country in the United States Army where he
served in the Korean War. As a combat medic, Cliff, earned two Bronze Stars,
one with Valor. He was also awarded a Meritorious Service Medal, Korean
Service Medal, United Nations Service Medical, Medical Badge and National
Defense Service Medal. After Korea, Cliff continued his service in the US
Army reserves, and joined the Illinois National Guard where he served as the



company commander for the unit in Carbondale. Cliff retired from the US
Army Reserves after 38 years of service with the rank of Major. 

After active-duty service in Korea, Cliff began his career with the US Postal
Service and retired as Postmaster in Murphysboro after more than 25 years.
Upon retirement he became active with the Jackson County Historical Society
and served many roles there including President and Chairman of the
Publications Committee. He was also instrumental in the construction of their
new building in 1998. Cliff was a life member of the American Legion Post
#127, life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post # 7190, life member
of the 7th Infantry Regiment, and a life member of the 3rd United States
Infantry Division Association. Cliff was a longtime member of the Murphysboro
United Methodist Church. 

Other volunteer activities included Board of Trustees Member at Murphysboro
United Methodist Church, St. Joseph Memorial Hospital Board Member and
member of the Jackson County Emergency Service Disaster Agencies. Cliff
was a coach and President of Murphysboro Baseball Inc., and Scoutmaster
for Boy Scout Troop #114. In 2018, he served as the Grand Parade Marshal of
the Murphysboro Apple Festival. Cliff enjoyed genealogy, family history, and
spending time with his family. 

 

Clifton is survived by his sons, Wayne Swafford (Pamela Berra) of Lakeway,
Texas, Michael J. Swafford (Nancy Black), Steven T. Swafford (Angela Moore)
both of Murphysboro; grandchildren, Cody, Mark, Carson, Michael, Dalton,
Mariah, Dakota and Carrie; 7 great-grandchildren; sister-in-law and brother in-
law Janet (Hanrahan) and John Palmer of Neptune Beach, Florida and
numerous friends. 

 

A funeral service will be held on Saturday, June 24, 2023 at 11:30 a.m. at
Crain Funeral Home, 1421 Walnut Street, Murphysboro. Visitation will begin at



9:00 a.m. until service time. 
 

Interment will follow in the Tower Grove Cemetery with military honors. 
 

The family would like to thank the staff at Dr. Dale Blaise’s office, The Voyage
West Senior Living of Murphysboro, Hospice of Southern Illinois and Manor
Court of Carbondale. 

Memorial contributions to the Jackson County Historical Society, Murphysboro
United Methodist Church and Hospice of Southern Illinois are appreciated.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 24. 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Crain Funeral Home - Downtown Murphysboro
1421 Walnut St
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 684-2131

Funeral Service

JUN 24. 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM (CT)

Crain Funeral Home - Downtown Murphysboro
1421 Walnut St
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 684-2131
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October 23, 2023 at 06:26 AM

Clifton Swafford

June 23, 2023 at 10:09 AM

Rays of Light Spray was purchased for the family
of Clifton Swafford.

June 22, 2023 at 02:22 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Clifton Swafford.

June 19, 2023 at 07:44 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Clifton Swafford.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1396&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1396&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 19, 2023 at 06:03 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Clifton Swafford.

Cecil Stacy - June 19, 2023 at 01:56 PM

Our condolences to Cliff's family and friends. We appreciated his
work with the Jackson County Historical Society and his work on
"Experience in the War of the Rebellion," an account of the 81st
Illinois Infantry in the Civil War, which helped us learn more about
our ancestor who served in that unit. He will be missed. 
 
Cecil Stacy and Kathy Hoover

June 19, 2023 at 12:12 PM

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of
Clifton Swafford.

June 19, 2023 at 12:12 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Clifton Swafford.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Scott Johnson - June 18, 2023 at 02:39 PM

As a small boy it was always a treat to have Cliff come by for a visit,
he always had stuff to tell about the family history. As a young adult
Cliff would still surprise me with information I hadn’t known about
our family and was still a welcome visitor. All of his history and tales
of family long past, along with my Great-Uncle Hagen’s family tree
infected me with a desire to learn more about where and whence
we came from. Thanks to Cliff I am now involved with sharing that
passion for family history to others.


