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Doris Mae Boyer, a beloved mother, grandmother, and cherished friend,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, November 19, 2024, at the age of 93.
Born on December 27, 1930, in Salem, Illinois, Doris was the daughter of
Roscoe Sweet and Ella Ethel (White) Sweet. Doris developed a strong work
ethic at a very young age when she began babysitting and picking
blackberries, where her hard work earned her a place in the hearts of those
who enjoyed her sweet contributions to homemade pies. 

 

Doris's life was forever changed when she met the love of her life, Alvin Boyer,
at a revival service led by his father, Richard Boyer. Their bond blossomed
into a beautiful marriage on October 6, 1950, in Arkansas. Together, they
forged a partnership filled with love, laughter, and family, navigating through
life’s challenges with unwavering support for one another. Alvin and Doris
shared 67 years together. 

 



Though Doris's formal education ended after attending Salem School until the
8th grade, her remarkable intellect and abundant knowledge served her well
throughout her life. She became a proud mother to her three children: Tony,
Beverly, and Connie, and later delighted in her role as a grandmother to Cody.
Doris took immense pride in Cody and especially valued his military career,
celebrating his achievements as a testament to the values she instilled in her
family. 

 

Doris's passions extended beyond her family. She treasured time spent
fishing, particularly on trips to Michigan where she pursued the thrill of salmon
fishing. She also found joy in mushroom hunting, crafting, playing bingo, and
attending events at the Sayers Senior Center. Her vibrant spirit remained
strong, even in her later years, reflecting a life lived with fervor and creativity.
Above all, Doris loved her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. She was a member
of Harvest Christian Centre where she brought much joy to those around her.
She will be remembered for the time she spent reading God's word and
praying. 

She is survived by her devoted daughter Connie Phelps; beloved grandson
Cody Phelps and his wife Brittney; sisters-in-law Shirley Sweet and Sue Bush;
brother-in-law Bill Underwood; special nephew Tom Sweet; special niece
Sandy Wilkins and her husband Mike; and close family friend Dick Marshall.
Doris also held a special place in her heart for her cousin Ed White and his
wife Bekki, viewing him as a bonus son. Doris also leaves behind many
additional nieces, nephews, and a loving church family. 

 

In addition to Doris' parents, she was preceded in death by her husband Alvin
Boyer; daughter Beverly Sue Schrader; son Tony Allen Boyer; son-in-law
Braden Schrader; and her siblings: John Sweet, Roxie Kuder, Vivian Weiland,
and Jim Sweet. 



To honor Doris's life and legacy, visitation will take place at DeClue Funeral
Home on Sunday, December 1, 2024, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM, and again on
Monday, December 2, 2024 at Harvest Christian Centre in Park Hills, Missouri
from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM, followed by a funeral service beginning at 1:00
PM. Pastor Dwight Jones will officiate. 

A visitation will be held Tuesday, December 3, 2024 from 10:00 AM until 12:00
PM at Elm Street Baptist Church in Murphysboro with a funeral service
following the visitation at 12:00 PM with Rev. Charles Allen officiating.
Interment will follow the visitation on Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at the East
Lawn Cemetery in Salem, Illinois. 

Doris leaves behind a legacy filled with love, laughter, and a willingness to
nurture those around her. She will be remembered fondly and her spirit will
forever shine brightly in the hearts of her family and friends. 

 

Crain Funeral Home in Murphysboro is in charge of arrangements.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 3. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (cst)

Elm Street Baptist Church
1907 Elm St.
Murphysboro, IL

Funeral Service

DEC 3. 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM (cst)

Elm Street Baptist Church
1907 Elm St.
Murphysboro, IL

Interment

DEC 3. 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM (cst)

East Lawn Cemetery
Salem, IL
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Lisa (Crowden) Frederick - December 03, 2024 at 09:43 PM

Connie, I am so sorry for the loss of your mom. I pray God brings
you comfort during this time.

timmy tolbert - November 27, 2024 at 08:25 AM

I used to wait on her and her husband all the time at steak and
shake in Carbondale Illinois. And sometimes I would go into
Denny's restaurant and see him in there. But she always would say
hi to me and how much she loved me waiting on them as a waiter.
She said I was very good at my job and was very thorough and I
was always happy go lucky when they were entered the restaurant.
R. I. P. In heaven until we meet again. You've earned your gold
wings fly high above us all enjoy the great life that you long for and
that you served our savior for many years. Even though we'll miss
you here on Earth we'll see you again someday on the other side of
this life. Take care and enjoy the beautiful skies above us and your
new home called heaven!!

Lisa Threlkeld - November 26, 2024 at 10:37 PM

Connie.....while we haven't talked in many years, I have always
remembered the time I spent with your family as priceless. I am so
sorry for your loss.

Berta Brown - November 24, 2024 at 03:55 AM

Yrs ago. I rented an apartment from Doris n Al.They were sweet n
really protective which was appreciated as I was young and worked
nights at a nursing home. RIP Doris
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Suzie Naegele - November 23, 2024 at 10:23 PM

Connie and other family members, you have my deepest
condolences . Doris, Al, and Beverly were very special to me.
Beverly and I were very good friends. Doris was my Girl Scout
leader for many years and like a mother to me. When she and Al
were still here in Murphysboro I would see them out eating and we
would have long conversations. May they Rest in Peace together
again. Love and prayers Connie 


