Dr. Willard Ray Rhine

May 9, 2018

Dr. Willard “Ray” Rhine, 84, formerly of Murphysboro, lllinois passed away on
January 3, 2018 at Delmar Gardens Nursing Care in Chesterfield, Missouri.

He was born on September 17, 1933 in the Sand Ridge Township of Jackson
County, lllinois to Leonard and Geneva Pearl (Clover) Rhine.

Ray grew up in Murphysboro, IL where his parents had been lifelong
residents. At the age of four, he was enrolled in the one-room school close to
his home. His mother was a strong advocate of education and filled Ray’s
days teaching him new words, which became his life. He was taught early on
the value of reading. By the time he was six, he had completed all the
readings at the school. The family then moved to Granite City, lllinois. His
mother took him to his new school and enrolled him in the 4th grade, after a
compromise that it would be a trial basis. He handled the reading
requirements easily but needed tutoring in math. He thrived in school and the
family eventually moved back to Southern lllinois where he enrolled in the
ninth grade.

Ray graduated high school and enrolled at Southern lllinois University when
he was 16 years old. He majored in History, earning mostly “A’'s” on his work.
He attended SIU for two years and then spent a year at Greenville College.

He returned to SIU for his final year and graduated with his Bachelor of Arts in



1954. He enrolled in the graduate program for History, earning a Master of
Arts in 1957 (with a 3.95 GPA) and then enrolled in the Rehabilitation
Counseling program in Psychology, earning a Master of Science degree in
1960, both at SIU. He worked as a school psychologist for five years before
enrolling in the PhD program at The University of Texas, Austin. He stayed on
the faculty for one year at UT Austin. He did his post doctorate work at
Stanford where he spent an additional four years working at the Stanford
Research Institute before returning to Missouri where he became a Professor
at the University of Missouri St. Louis (UMSL).

Ray was fortunate enough to have invested well early in his career, which
enabled him to establish gift annuity-scholarship endowments at three of the
universities he was connected with, now known as the Rhine Family
Scholarship Endowment. Ray saw this as a way to say thanks to his mother,
who wanted more for her children, and to repay her.

He spent many of his later years in Creve Coeur, MO; and enjoyed living at
Brookdale Independent Living for two years, prior to moving to Brookdale
West County Assisted Living in September 2016. He was very pleased and
comfortable living there, but after experiencing some falls during Thanksgiving
2017, he went to Delmar Gardens Chesterfield for Rehabilitation. An
unfortunate decline in health sent him to SLU Hospital in December, followed
by a return to Delmar Gardens for Nursing Care for one week where he
passed peacefully.

He leaves to cherish his memory and selfless giving, his Life-Long Special
friend and Care Manager, Dr. Earline Butler; the Butler family who were his
“family” and who often visited with him and loved him dearly, especially
Michael Butler Sr. (Cleola), Doris A. Gray, Garland Keith Butler (Sandy),
Darrell Butler (and daughters, Kai-Lee and Zoie), Sean Butler, and his dear
colleague, Dr. Steven D. Spaner.



Ray was preceded in death by his parents, and his sister Wanda (who was a
few years younger). She was his only sibling.

Ray’s wishes were to be cremated. Cremation has been accorded and a
graveside inurnment will be held Wednesday, May 16, 2018 at 12:00 noon at

Murdale Gardens of Memory in Murphysboro, IL beside his parents.

Crain Pleasant Grove-Murdale Funeral Home is handling local arrangements.



Tribute Wall

Dr. Willard Ray Rhine

October 23, 2023 at 06:26 AM

Crain Funeral Home - May 10, 2018 at 04:46 PM

For anyone who would like to view the tribute video for Willard go to
the link below

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZtgF65fGH8xhnS4L_9TmEwRw_2U
YKOZx/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5af497a1

Crain Funeral Home - May 10, 2018 at 03:10 PM


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZtgF65fGH8xhnS4L_9TmEwRw_2UYK0Zx/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5af497a1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZtgF65fGH8xhnS4L_9TmEwRw_2UYK0Zx/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5af497a1

My husband, Bradley, knew Ray when my husband was a child.
They were cousin's and Bradley loved Ray's mom and dad very
much. Ray and his family were very respected by family, friends and
acquaintances. He will be missed.

Bradley and Beth Clover - January 23, 2018 at 05:24 PM

Thank you for your words of remembrance Beth. You can also view
pictures of Ray in his video at stlcremations.com. This is his friend,
Earline.

Earline Butler - January 24, 2018 at 09:57 AM

Yes he will be missed...

Michael Butler - February 23, 2018 at 08:38 AM

Thank you Crain for posting Ray’s Obituary. He held many many
fond memories of Murphysboro; and it is quite fitting that his final
stage ends in his Plot next to his parents on your grounds. He was
amazing and taught me a lot over the years. Our family did indeed
love & Appreciate dear Ray!

Earline Butler - January 19, 2018 at 09:15 PM



