
Gary L. Russell
May 8, 1951 - September 15, 2017

Gary L. Russell, 66, of DeSoto, passed away at 12:49, p.m. Friday,
September 15, 2017, at Southeast Missouri Hospital in Cape Girardeau,
Missouri. 

 

Gary was born on May 8, 1951, in Murphysboro, to Bobby Joe Russell and
Delores Jean (Stamm) Russell. 

 

He loved spending time with his grandkids, fur babies, and grand fur babies.
Gary was always willing to help his family and would do anything for anyone
else that needed help. 

 

Mr. Russell served in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam Conflict and was a
member of the V.F.W. Post # 2605 in Carbondale. 

 

He was retired and was a part time mower with J & S Services in DeSoto. 
 

Gary married Cindy Randolph on May 20, 1979, in DeSoto, Illinois and she
survives. 

 

Other survivors include two daughters and sons in law Charity and Tony
Charles and Tiffany and Daniel Kovacs, all of DeSoto; 

 



two grandchildren Gary Michael Russell and Jason Alexander Kovacs; 
 

his close friend Dougie Ticer of DeSoto; 
 

one brother and sister in law Mike and Kay Russell of Vergennes; 
 

two sisters and two brothers in law Diane and Mick Jones of DeSoto and
Bobbi Jo and Brian Pegg of Missouri; 

 

three brothers in law Dave Randolph of Cobden, Brad Randolph and his wife
Sue Randolph of Alto Pass, and Matt Randolph of Murphysboro; 

 

and one sister in law Angie Randolph and her husband Ray Mestel of Elkville; 
 

He was preceded in death by one grandson Jo Jo Kovacs, one sister Teresa
Snyder, one brother in law Doug Randolph, one sister in law Lisa Randolph,
his parents, and his parents in law Mary Jane and Deano Randolph. 

 

Funeral services will be held at 12 noon Monday, September 18, 2017, at
Pettett Funeral Home with Doug Ticer officiating and burial with military
services conducted by the Paul Stout American Legion Post # 127 at the
DeSoto Cemetery. Visitation will be from 10 a.m. to noon Monday at the
funeral home. Memorials may be made to the family. For more information,
please visit www.pettettfuneralhome.com.
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Gary L. Russell

Brian Kovacs - September 18, 2017 at 02:42 PM

Gary Russell was a decent man. In all the time I've known him I've
never heard an unkind word about anyone come out of his mouth.
In a small town where rumors are buzzing around all the time, it
means so much to have a guy like him around who doesn't judge.
He'd be there for anyone who needed anything, if he could help you
he would. If you needed to talk, he'd listen. Never an unkind word.
He worked hard, loved his family, and was just an all around good
guy. He treated everyone with love and kindness - when you were
there, you were family. He didn't discriminate. Petty differences
didn't matter. He was a living example of what God asks all of us to
be. I think the best way to honor the memory of someone like him is
to be like him, learn from his example, do like he would do. I truly
believe that God has welcomed Mr. Russell into His heavenly
kingdom with open arms, and said, "Well Done, Good and Faithful
Servant!!"

Cindy Berry - September 17, 2017 at 09:52 PM

Bobbi, you and your family are in my prayers. I'm so sorry for your
loss.

ken temple - September 17, 2017 at 02:58 PM

so long gary. we'll meet again!! my condolences to gary's family


