Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr.

June 1, 1920 - September 9, 2018

Gilbert R. Swoboda, Jr., affectionately known as “Rags” by his family and
friends, of Cairo, lllinois, passed away on Sunday, September 9, 2018 at the
Chateau Girardeau in Cape Girardeau, Missouri at the age of 98. Born June
1, 1920, “Rags” lived his entire life on 18th Street in Cairo. He was the son of
Gilbert and Alice Swoboda and was self-employed in his family business,
Gilbert R. Swoboda and Company, Inc. until his retirement.

He was inducted into the United States Army on September 22, 1941 and
served in the infantry and as a specialty heavy machine gunner. He achieved
the rank of Staff Sergeant. “Rags” fought in the Aleutian Islands, Eastern
Mandates, South Philippines, and the Ryukus Islands (Okinawa). He was
awarded four Bronze Stars as well as the Good Conduct Medal. He was
wounded in the head in a battle at Leyte and was awarded the Purple Heart
on February 20, 1945. He also earned the Asiatic Pacific Theatre Campaign
Ribbon, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the American Defense Service
Ribbon as well as four overseas bars. He was released from service to his
country on September 18, 1945 to come home to his family business. “Rags”
also followed in his father’s footsteps as a Director for First American State
Bank where he served in that capacity for 40 years. In 2017, he was honored
by the Cairo Elks Club as the longest living member of that organization with a
membership of 72 years. He was also a member of the VFW of Mounds,
lllinois.



‘Rags” was preceded in death by his parents and three sisters, Gussella
Walston, Alice Johnson, and Marie McRoy. Also preceding him in death are
his wife of many years, Dimples (Patterson) Swoboda as well as his son,
Gilbert R. (Gibby) Swoboda, Ill. Surviving “Rags” in death are one daughter,
Nancy (Edward) Doss of Mounds, three grandchildren, Burton (Angie) Doss of
Madison, Mississippi, Stephen R. Swoboda and Gregory R. Swoboda of Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, as well as two great-grandchildren, Jackson Moran Doss
and Harper Maryn Doss of Madison, Mississippi. He is also survived by one
nephew, Lewis F. McRoy, Jr. of Marion, lllinois as well as two nieces, Patricia
(Stan) Johnson of Indianola, Mississippi and Laurie Johnson of Vicksburg,
Mississippi as well as one daughter-in-law Linda (Bucher) Swoboda. “Rags”
will also always be remembered by his dear friends, Brooks High and Tom
Hoffmann.

Visitation will be from 10-1 Wednesday, Sept. 12, at Mighty Rivers Regional
Worship Center in Cairo. Elk’s service will be at 12:45pm.

Funeral services will be at 1:00 Wednesday at the church with the pastor, Rev.
Larry Potts officiating. Interment will follow at Spencer Heights Cemetery at
Mounds with military honors by area veterans and the lllinois National Guard.

Memorials may be made to the church or Cairo Public Library.

Crain Funeral Home of Cairo is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Spencer Heights Cemetery

Mounds, IL

Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 12. 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Mighty Rivers Worship Center
1000 Poplar St
Cairo, IL 62914
(618) 734-0319

Service

SEP 12. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Mighty Rivers Worship Center
1000 Poplar St
Cairo, IL 62914
(618) 734-0319



Tribute Wall

Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr.

October 23, 2023 at 06:26 AM

Few men are as admired as much as Rags. Fewer men deserve the
admiration as much as Rags.

Steve Hoffmann

W. Stephen Hoffmann - September 13, 2018 at 12:45 PM

Dave Petermichel lit a candle in memory of |

Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr.

Dave Petermichel - September 11, 2018 at 11:49 PM

Wendy Benson lit a candle in memory of
Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr.

1
Wendy Benson - September 11, 2018 at 03:34 PM

You forever will be my family. Thank you for the memories @

Wendy Benson - September 11, 2018 at 03:35 PM



Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr..

September 11, 2018 at 02:19 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr..

September 11, 2018 at 01:39 PM

Dear Swaboda family....| am George Crouse’s youngest daughter,
Kirsten Crouse Bays. My mom, Joyce, is not able to come tomorrow
to Rags services...but we wanted to send our thoughts to you. The
Swaboda family was such an important part of my parents lives in
Cairo...especially my daddy. | have such fond recollections of
stories about the family and such kindness shown to me whenever |
visited Cairo as a kid. We wish you the best and are very sorry for
your loss.

Kirsten Bays - September 11, 2018 at 01:34 PM


https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

So sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you.

Carol and Randy George - September 11, 2018 at 11:18 AM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr..

September 11, 2018 at 10:57 AM



https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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