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Jerome A. Schmittzehe 
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 CRAIN FUNERAL HOME – CAPE GIRARDEAU 

 829 North West End Boulevard, Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
 

Jerome A. Schmittzehe, 88, of Cape Girardeau and life-long member of St.
Mary’s Cathedral went peacefully to be with Jesus on February 11, 2026 after
a short battle with cancer. He was surrounded by his family at Providence
Hospice. 

 

Jerome was born June 17, 1937 in Cape Girardeau, the son of Hilary A
Schmittzehe and Philomene “Minnie” B Jarosik Schmittzehe. He graduated
from Notre Dame High School in 1955 and served six years in United States
Army. 

 

He married the love of his life, Barbara Kirn, on January 12, 1963. They were
married 61 years when Barbara gained her angel wings in February of 2024. 

 



Jerome was a self-employed decorator by family trade for 30+ years. He
became a licensed funeral director in the early 1980s and was an active
employee with Crain Funeral Home where he made wonderful friends. He
worked at Jackson Wal-Mart in the lawn and garden department for 14 years
loving the social interaction with customers. 

 

Jerome was a genuine and compassionate man who never found humor at
the expense of others. He chose to look for the positive in situations, often
finding humor even in difficulty. He was accepting of others and gave
everyone the opportunity to be his friend. If you had the pleasure of knowing
Jerome, you know he was always ready to tell an entertaining story or a joke. 

He had a wealth of practical knowledge and quietly passed it along to multiple
generations. He was never concerned with having the spotlight — just tell him
what needed to be done, and he would put in the work without hesitation. For
many years, he helped those in need by providing and maintaining affordable
housing alongside his brother and son. 

 

Jerome was an honorary life member of Knights of Columbus. He volunteered
in several areas of the parish during his years as a member of St. Mary’s
Cathedral; enjoyed years of being an usher at Mass and volunteering at the
St. Mary’s Food Pantry where he truly enjoyed interacting with everyone he
met. He spent many years as a boy scout leader for his sons troops and
received the St. George Award in Scouting. 

Jerome enjoyed hunting, fishing, softball and family camping trips to Castor
River. During Jerome and Barbara’s later years their lives revolved around
their grandchildren’s activities. 

He is survived by two sons; Steve (Debbie) Schmittzehe of Cape Girardeau,
Thomas (Lisa) Schmittzehe of Patton, Missouri and daughter Kimberly



(Matthew) Melton of O’Fallon, Missouri; six grandchildren, Ashley (Don) Perry,
Megan Schmittzehe, Samuel (Leah) Schmittzehe, Lydia and Abigail Melton,
and Brian (Kim) Bollinger; six great-grandchildren, Ava, Wyatt and Maddie
Perry, Adyson, Avagayle and Kamdon Bollinger; and one sister, Mary Orf of St
Louis. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers Hilary and Don
Schmittzehe; two sisters Anna Marie Buelow and Dorothy Low. 

 

A special thank you to the staff at Providence Hospice for their compassionate
care for Jerome and his family during these last 2 months. 

Visitation will be held Monday, February 16, 2026 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. with
Parish Prayers and Knights of Columbus Honor Guard leading the Rosary at
4:00 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Cape Girardeau.
Funeral Mass will be held Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church with Father Patrick officiating. 

 

Burial will follow at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
 

Memorial donations may be given to St. Mary’s Cathedral 
 

Crain Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Cape Girardeau is in charge of
arrangements.



Cemetery Details

St. Mary's Cemetery

Perry Ave.
Cape Girardeau, MO

Previous Events

Parrish Prayers and Rosary

FEB 16. 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM (cst)

Crain Funeral Home - Cape Girardeau
829 N. West End Blvd 

 (4 blocks north of Southeast Hospital)
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 335-3223
crain@crainsonline.com

Visitation

FEB 16. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (cst)

Crain Funeral Home - Cape Girardeau
829 N. West End Blvd 

 (4 blocks north of Southeast Hospital)
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 335-3223
crain@crainsonline.com

mailto:crain@crainsonline.com
mailto:crain@crainsonline.com


Funeral Mass

FEB 17. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (cst)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
615 William Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

Interment

FEB 17. 11:15 AM - 11:45 AM (cst)

St. Mary's Cemetery
Perry Ave.
Cape Girardeau, MO
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February 15 at 06:18 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jerome A. Schmittzehe.

Judy Graetz - February 15 at 10:37 AM

Jerome was such a nice person; always willing to help with a project
- church, scouts, etc. My condolences to Steve, Tom and Kimberly.
May God bless you and your families in this time of loss and always.
Judy Bullock Graetz.

Kirby Patterson - February 13 at 05:12 PM

I worked with Jerome for about a year when I managed Crain
funeral home Cape location and he was very helpful having lived in
Cape all his life! He was a wealth of knowledge and some of the
stories he told were very funny! I will miss his dry humor! Here is a
picture we took after a very large funeral we just finished at St
Mary’s in our new funeral suits! 

 He will be missed very much!

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Linda - February 13 at 04:53 PM

Linda purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for
the family of Jerome A. Schmittzehe.

Jon Shaffer - February 13 at 11:26 AM

Jerome was an absolute pleasure to be around. He had a great
sense of humor and was full of knowledge about Cape Girardeau
and the surrounding area. He had a tireless work ethic and greatly
enjoyed helping others. He was a faithful and devoted church
member and a loyal and dependable friend. He is back with his
beloved Barb, walking streets of gold. I know he will find chicken
legs and oatmeal cookies along the way. Rest easy my friend.

February 13 at 09:46 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Jerome A. Schmittzehe.

Russ & Chantel Melton - February 13 at 09:39 AM

We are so sorry for your loss. Thinking of you and your family in this
time of grieving.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 13 at 09:29 AM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jerome A. Schmittzehe.

Mary Sue (Nenninger) Emmons - February 12 at 08:40 PM

Jerome was a buddy of my oldest brother, John Nenninger (who just
passed away November 16, 2025), and loved to tell me about how
he would bounce me on his knee as a toddler when he visited our
house. 
He was a joy to work with at the Food Pantry and I'm so happy for
that time we shared volunteering at the Food Pantry.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

