
Linda Caroline Lewis
October 22, 1909 - July 11, 2014

Linda Lewis, 104, daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and child of God, died in Wichita, KS, on July 11. 

 

She was born in Gordonville, MO, oldest daughter of William and Martha
Lange Gerecke, and was baptized and confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church in
Gordonville. In January 1933, she married William (Bill) Lewis. Linda and Bill
were active members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Cape Girardeau, MO, for
many years. She taught Sunday school, was a member of the Senior Ladies
Aid, and was active in the quilting circle. 

She worked at the International Shoe Company for seven years and after that
made a loving home for her family. For more than 100 years, Linda baked
cookies, pies and other treats for her family, made a beautiful quilt for each
grandchild and regularly corresponded with family and friends, especially
Mary Dunham of Cape Girardeau, MO. 

 

In 1995, Linda and Bill moved to Kansas to be near their daughters, Martha
and Mary. Linda formed new friendships at Zion Lutheran Church in Chanute,
KS, and at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Wichita, KS. However, Linda kept
her membership at Trinity Lutheran Church in Cape Girardeau. She loved her
friends and family and counted them as God’s greatest blessings to her. Her
steadfast faith in Jesus was an anchor for her family. A woman of great



strength and resilience, she amazed all who knew her. She lived in Wichita,
KS, at the time of her death. 

 

She is survived by two brothers, Lorenz Gerecke of Escondido, CA, and
William (Sue) Gerecke of Cape Girardeau, MO; two daughters, Martha (M.
Thomas) Brooks of Forsyth, MO; and Mary (Tom) Schaefer, of Wichita, KS;
five grandchildren, Mary (Bruce) Brittain of Andover, KS; Paul (Tonya) Brooks,
of Archer City, TX; Matthew (Krista )Brooks, of Hays, KS; Jami (Nathan) Cuka,
of Baltimore, MD; and Joel (Amy) of Andover, KS; 13 great-grandchildren,
Evan and Hanna Brittain; Jacey, Jahna, and Tessa Brooks; Thomas,
Nathaniel, and Jayne Brooks; Penelope and Samuel Cuka; and Grace, Ellen
and William Schaefer; and many loving nieces, nephews and friends. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband, William; four sisters, Ella
Gerecke Shelton, Anita Gerecke Taylor, Edna Gerecke Schwartz, and Maria
Gerecke; three brothers, Martin, Edward and Walter Gerecke; two half-sisters,
Frieda Gerecke Quade and Ida Gerecke Quade; and three half-brothers,
Herman, Alvin and Fred Gerecke. 

 

Memorial services for Linda Lewis will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, July 19, at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 100 N.Frederick St., Cape Girardeau, MO. 

Crain Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau is in charge of arrangements. 
 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be given to Trinity Lutheran
Church in Cape Girardeau or Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice of Wichita,
Kansas. 
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Linda Caroline Lewis

Dorothy (Dotty)(Sebastian)Gholson - July 31, 2014 at 11:28 AM

Please accept my sympathy in the loss of a lovely lady. I worked for
the dentist, Dr. Wm. M. Mapes in Cape Girardeau where she was a
patient. I always enjoyed talking with her when she came in. I am
from Tilsit and a member of Immanuel Lutheran so we always had
something to talk about. After she moved to Kansas I sure missed
seeing & talking with her and thought about her often.

Anna Hickam - July 20, 2014 at 01:24 PM

So sorry to hear about your Mother. She and my Mother (Olga
Kasten) were friends for many years. They shared a love for
beautiful quilts. She made many of them, as did my Mother. 
I was out of town on Saturday and could not attend the service.

Sara (Taylor) Williams - July 19, 2014 at 04:02 PM

We regret not visiting with Aunt Linda in Kansas, but loved receiving
the hand-written notes from her. Her mind and body were amazing!
My early memories include holiday meals with an abundance of
tasty food. Love to all her children, grand-children and great-
grandchildren. 

  
Karen, Sara, and John


