Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson

May 29, 1947 - March 1, 2026

IN MEMORY OF:

Richard Arnold “Rick” Pierson

Serving Location:
CRAIN PLEASANT GROVE-MURDALE FUNERAL HOME
31 Memorial Drive, Murphysboro, lllinois

Richard Arnold “Rick” Pierson, 78 of Murphysboro, lllinois passed away
peacefully on March 1, 2026 with his family at his side. Born on May 29, 1947
in Murphysboro to Bert and Helen Marie (Johnson) Pierson. Rick graduated
from Murphysboro Township High School in 1965, attended Southern lllinois
University Carbondale, enlisted in the United States Navy in 1967, served two
tours in Vietnam aboard the USS Estes in 1968 and again in 1969, then
served at the Naval Base in Adak, Alaska from 1969-1971.

In 1968 Rick married Roberta Lynn (Marshall) Pierson of Murphysboro and
aside from the 2 years they spent in Alaska they resided at their present home
outside of Murphysboro. They have 2 children, daughter Michelle and Brian
Trambley of Vienna, and their children Kirsten, Andrew, and Heather; Son,
Rick and Scarlett (Cook) Pierson of Murphysboro, and their children Charlie



and Lola.

He is also survived by his siblings and their families: Bill & Thelma Pierson,
Imogene Morthland, David & Bonnie Pierson, Sue Matz, Mike & Jayne
Pierson, and John & Karen Pierson, a sister-in-law Wilma Nelson, and many
nieces and nephews and extended family members.

Rick was preceded in death by his parents, Bert & Helen Pierson, Lynn’s
parents; Lester ‘Buck’ and Edith Marshall (and Vernon Sandusky), grandson
Kyle Arron Trambley, sister Rose Pierson, 3 brothers in infancy, brothers-in-
law Red Morthland, Butch Matz, and Kenny Davis, and sister-in-law Judy
Dauvis.

Rick spent most of his career in the automotive sales industry at Vogler Motor
Company and retired in 20009.

Rick was involved in many community events and organizations including
Murphysboro Lions Club, American Legion, and the Murphysboro United
Methodist Church. He was a long-time American Red Cross blood donor and
was a certified Lay speaker with the United Methodist Church. One of the
highlights of Rick’s life was being able to participate in the Southern lllinois
Veteran’s Honor Flight in May, 2023 with his daughter, Michelle.

Rick enjoyed showing off his Allis Chalmers tractors, Ford trucks, hunting,
fishing, walking creek beds, supporting Vietnam Veterans, and attending all of
his grandchildren’s sporting, theater, school events and horse shows.
Grandpa was the biggest cheerleader of his grandchildren! Most Sunday
afternoons were spent grilling for his family dinners at their house where all
the kids and grandkids would gather after church. Rick also loved his morning
coffee with the “old guys” at Cindy B'’s.



Visitation will on Saturday, March 7, 2026 from 9 am - 12 pm at the
Murphysboro United Methodist Church with services at noon. Pastors Michelle
Parker-Clark, Andy Cunningham, and Brian Trambley will officiate.

Interment will follow at the Fairview Christian Church Cemetery with full
military honors.

Memorials are suggested to Fairview Christian Church Cemetery or Veteran’s
Honor Flight of Southern lllinois, 10400 Terminal Dr. Suite 200, Marion, IL
62959 (Please note “In Memory of Richard A. Pierson”). Envelopes will be
available at the church.

Crain Pleasant Grove-Murdale Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Fairview Christian Church Cemetery

7212 Hickory Ridge Rd.
Pomona, IL 62975

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 7. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (cst)

United Methodist Church
1500 Pine St
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 687-2317

Funeral Service

MAR 7. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (cst)

United Methodist Church
1500 Pine St
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 687-2317

Interment with Military Honors

MAR 7. 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM (cst)

Fairview Christian Church Cemetery
7212 Hickory Ridge Rd.
Pomona, IL 62975






Tribute Wall

Rick and | were friends since Jr. High at Carruther's Jr. High in
Murphy. We both ran track in 8th grade, and in our first trial against
each other under Coach Joseph, and | won the race.

I did not take it too seriously and did not practice running, but Rick
took it very seriously. He ran a lot, increased his speed and skKills,
and beat me soundly the next time we competed.

He was a lot more serious about competing than | was. I liked him a
lot and saw him and his wife at our reunions. Best wishes to his
family, from John S.

John Sullivan - March 19 at 10:33 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

March 06 at 03:52 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

March 06 at 07:39 AM


https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

March 05 at 05:43 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

March 05 at 05:22 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

March 04 at 05:41 PM

Lynn, | am so sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers to you and

your family.

Nicci

Nicci Graff - March 04 at 03:52 PM


https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| am so very sorry for the loss of Rick.

Alan Mcintyre - March 04 at 01:03 PM

Lisa Tripp and Terra Lyerla purchased the Fiery Li

ly and Rose for the family of Richard Arnold
"Rick" Pierson.

Lisa Tripp and Terra Lyerla - March 04 at 08:56 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

March 03 at 09:09 PM

Peace be woth you, Tony & Julie Kolb purchased
the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Richard Arnold "Rick" Pierson.

Peace be woth you, Tony & Julie Kolb - March 03 at 04:14 PM

Peace be woth you, Tony & Julie Kolb planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Richard Arnold Pierson.

Peace be woth you, Tony & Julie Kolb - March 03 at 04:14 PM


https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

