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Carbondale resident and SIU emeritus professor William Allen (Bill) Doerr
died on Friday, December 9, 2022. He was 98 years old. 

 

Bill was born on October 28, 1924, in rural Elkville, Illinois, the eldest child of
Clyde and Ida (Easterling) Doerr. Following his elementary education at Bost
School, a one-room country school typical of the era, he attended Vergennes
High School. Upon graduation at the tender age of 16, he enrolled at Southern
Illinois Normal University in 1940 with the intent to become a schoolteacher.
World War II interrupted his schooling. Following service in the Navy, he
returned to the family farm and resumed his studies at SINU. It wasn’t long
after his return that Bill began dating Bettye Viola Shupe of Vergennes, a
friend of his younger sister. Bill and Bettye were married on April 2, 1948. 

 

In 1951, Bill and family moved to Champaign where he pursued a MS degree
in Education at the University of Illinois. From there, they moved to Raymond,



a farming community in central Illinois, where Bill served for 13 years as the
vocational agriculture teacher at the local high school, which in 1962 was
consolidated with the schools in Harvel, Farmersville and Waggoner to form
Lincolnwood High School. 

 

Bill and family returned to Southern Illinois in 1965, when Bill was named
superintendent of the SIU Farms. In the ensuing years at SIU, Bill completed
PhD studies and served in several teaching and advisory capacities in the
College of Agriculture. His tenure with SIU included a two-year assignment for
a United Nations agriculture development program in Brazil, and service as
the coordinator for curriculum and instruction for the SIU/University of Illinois
Pakistan Development Project. He also contributed to development efforts in
Somalia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Portugal. Shortly before retiring from
SIU, he established Doerr Scholarship Fund, which has awarded 30
Agriculture students to date and will continue in perpetuity. 

In 2018, SIU acknowledged Bill’s exemplary service with its Distinguished
Alumni Award (Humanitarian Impact). 

 

Bill’s life was defined by his devotion to family and his selfless service to his
community, neighbors, and friends. He was a member of Carbondale First
United Methodist Church, serving in several lay leadership capacities over the
decades. He consistently modeled Christian values and impacted countless
lives on five continents. “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

 

Bill is survived by his wife, Bettye; daughters Kathy (Doug) Bertsche of
Pontiac, IL, Virginia (Bob) Stein of Bloomingdale, IL, and Naomi Miali of
Carbondale; grandchildren Meredith (Patrick) Watkins of Berwyn, IL, Hillary
(BJ) Wall of Brisbane, Australia, and Michael (Elise) Stein of Wheaton, IL; and
great-grandchildren Reaghan and Will Watkins, Sunny and Otter Wall, and
Timothy, Madeline and Henry Stein. Other survivors include his brother Ray of



Vergennes and sister Ruth Tindall of Murphysboro, several nieces and
nephews and their families, and his devoted health care aide, Haley Warren of
DeSoto. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers Harlen and Max Doerr. 
 

Bill’s life will be celebrated on Saturday, January 14 at Carbondale First United
Methodist Church, with visitation from 1:00-3:00 pm and a memorial service at
3:00 pm. 

 

Remembrance donations may be made to the William Doerr Scholarship Fund
through the SIU Foundation, Central Cemetery in DeSoto Township, or
Carbondale First United Methodist Church. 

 

Crain Funeral Home in Murphysboro is assisting the family with the
arrangements.



Previous Events

Memorial Visitation

JAN 14. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
214 W Main St
Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 457-2416

Memorial Service

JAN 14. 3:00 PM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
214 W Main St
Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 457-2416



Tribute Wall
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October 23, 2023 at 06:26 AM

William Allen (Bill) Doerr

January 11, 2023 at 01:10 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
William Allen (Bill) Doerr.

Laura Duncan - January 03, 2023 at 10:47 AM

Naomi, I'm thinking of you as I read your dad's obituary and learn of
his passing. I suspect you will very much miss your dad as it
seemed you had a close relationship. Blessings and hugs, Laura
Cates Duncan

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

