William Bryan Ballard III

November 20, 1965 - July 30, 2025

IN MEMORY OF:

William Bryan Ballard IlI

Serving Location:
CRAIN FUNERAL HOME — ANNA
135 West Vienna Street, Anna, lllinois

William Bryan Ballard Ill, a beloved son, brother, uncle, and friend, passed
away on July 30, 2025. He was born on November 20, 1965, in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, to William Bryan Ballard, Jr. and Sally Jo Ballard.

Bryan was a natural athlete who excelled in numerous sports throughout his
life. He achieved many awards in competitive diving, track and field,
basketball, and football. A true Wildcat for life, Bryan was a proud graduate of
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School and remained a devoted supporter
of all Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats sports teams. After high school, he attended
Murray State University, where he channeled his athletic spirit into being a
spot cheerleader for the Murray State Racers.

After college, Bryan became a man of many trades, consistently dedicating



himself to giving back and taking care of others, both personally and
professionally. His diverse career path included roles as an EMT, a prison
guard, a lifeguard, a diving coach, a football coach, and many other accolades
too numerous to mention. He loved animals deeply and had begun pursuing a
degree as a Veterinary Technician. Bryan was often the first one on the scene
for accidents, performing life-saving measures with courage and compassion.

Bryan truly lived life to the fullest. Even after he became ill, his spirit remained
indomitable; he never knew a stranger and would strike up a conversation
with anyone. He put a remarkable number of miles on his motorized scooter
when he could no longer walk, embodying his zest for life. If Bryan could
share one message with us today, it would undoubtedly be: "Live life to the
fullest because you only live once!" And that, he certainly did.

Anyone who knew Bryan understood his deep passions: his love for sports,
his unwavering devotion to his family, the constant companionship of a
beloved dog by his side, and his profound commitment to helping others. His
vibrant spirit and zest for life will be profoundly missed by all who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Bryan is survived by his loving parents, William Bryan Ballard, Jr. and Sally Jo
Ballard; his siblings, Joshua Ballard of Champaign, lllinois, Sarah (Brent) Sims
of Anna, lllinois, and Jami (Matthew) Peters of Jackson, Missouri. He also
leaves behind a cherished group of nieces and nephews: Zane (Emily
Gregge) DeWitt, Hannah (Nicholas) Proctor, Taeborn DeWitt, Carter Sims,
Cash Sims, Heidi Ballard, Grady Ballard, Miles Ballard, Kylie Peters, and
Gunner Peters. Bryan was also a proud great-uncle to Monroe Proctor, Kade
DeWitt, and Oliver DeWitt. He is further survived by numerous aunts, uncles,
cousins, and many individuals he embraced and loved like family.

A celebration of Bryan's life will be held at the Anna Elks Lodge on August 17,



2025, from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Bryan's wishes were to be cremated.

Memorials can be made to Crain Funeral Home to help cover expenses.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna, lllinois is in charge of arrangements.



Previous Events

Family Hosted Celebration of Life

AUG 17. 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (cst)

Anna-Jonesboro Elks Lodge #1641
427 E. Jefferson St.
Anna, IL 62906



Tribute Wall

It seems a short time ago | was changing his diapers in Ft Wayne...
He was passionate about many things and worked with many
people to make things better... Bryan will be missed greatly, but his
memories will give people a sense of his accomplishment and calm
their loss... Rest in Peace Bryan...

Richard and Nancy Zimmerman

Richard Zimmerman - August 17, 2025 at 12:26 PM

I’'m sorry to hear of Bryan’s passing. My ]
thoughts are with my cousins and aunt and

uncle. Love and hugs to you all. - I

Kelly Donovan - August 04, 2025 at 03:38 PM

We lost a beautiful soul...to know him was to be fond of him. |
remember the day this photo was taken; he was happy then
honoring a favorite Grandpa and being among family. Now we
honor him and all his extended family. Be in peace, Bryan, with all
the canines who loved sharing space with you.

Aunt Peggy

Peggy J Donovan - July 31, 2025 at 05:14 PM



Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William Bryan Ballard IlI.

July 31, 2025 at 11:05 AM

Debra J Engelbrecht sent a virtual gift in

memory of William Ballard =

Debra J Engelbrecht - July 31, 2025 at 09:40 AM

Sending prayers & hugs to all of you. Xoxo

Jamia Day Pace - July 30, 2025 at 08:56 PM
So very sorry to learn of Bryan's passing. My prayers, love and
condolences to his entire family.

Barbara Sheeley - July 30, 2025 at 07:18 PM


https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

