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IN MEMORY OF: 

William “Bill” Hendricks 
 

Serving Location: 
 CRAIN FUNERAL HOME – ULLIN 

 420 Ullin Avenue, Ullin, Illinois 
 

William L. “Bill” Hendricks, age 87, of Edwardsville, Illinois, formerly of
Mounds and Centralia, Illinois, passed away on Wednesday, November 20,
2024 at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri. 

 

Bill was born November 20, 1937 to Henry and Beatrice (Sammons)
Hendricks in Mounds, Illinois. On June 9, 1956, he married Jo Varner, his
cherished wife of more 68 years, who survives him. He is survived by two
daughters, Dianne Slattery (husband, Kerry) of Mounds, Illinois, Jodi Weaver
(husband, Wally) of Edmond, Oklahoma; four grandchildren, Brad Kay (wife,
Rebecca) of St. Peters, Missouri, Christy Kay of O’Fallon, Illinois, William
Weaver (wife, Christine) of Katy, Texas, and Sam Weaver of North Richland
Hills, Texas; and six great-grandchildren. His devotion to family brought great



purpose and joy. Relationships with each grandchild were unique and
precious, and each counts it a blessing to have had his wise counsel even in
their adult lives. His example of sacrificial love and generosity is profound and
lives on in all. 

 

Along with his parents, he was preceded in death by his two brothers, John
Hendricks and Marvin Hendricks. 

 

Bill enjoyed a career of more than 30 years in telecommunications with Illinois
Bell Telephone Company (now AT&T). His retirement years were spent largely
in helping others. He worked hard, studied broadly, and enjoyed the simple
things in life like nurturing birds, wildlife, trees, and plants and relishing the
beauty of God’s creation. He began every day with prayer and studying the
Bible as his compass for life. 

Bill was a lifelong learner in many disciplines. His home library includes many
well-read books on theology, biography, poetry, classic literature, steam
locomotives, nature, and quantum biology among other topics. 

A cultivator of the earth and of people, Bill developed relationships by sharing
the things he loved and studied. He diligently kept flower and vegetable
gardens, sharing the bounty with neighbors and friends while also building
connections with kindness. His selfless pattern of generosity to others
characterized all aspects of his life. He was a humble, gracious, and thankful
man whose life was, above all, dedicated to serving the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Visitation will be held Tuesday, November 26, 2024 from 4:00 PM until 6:30
PM with a service following at Saksa Funeral Home, 210 N. Kansas St.,
Edwardsville, Illinois 62025, with Rev. Wally Weaver officiating and special
music by Brad Kay. 

 



Visitation will be held Wednesday, November 27, 2024 from 11:00 AM until
12:00 PM at Crain Funeral Home, 420 Ullin Ave., Ullin, Illinois 62992.
Interment will follow at Rose Hill Cemetery, Pulaski, Illinois. 

 

Crain Funeral Home in Ullin is in charge of Arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Rose Hill Cemetery

Pulaski, IL

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 27. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (cst)

Crain Funeral Home - Ullin
420 Ullin Ave.
Ullin, IL 62992
(866) 592-7246
crain@crainsonline.com

Interment

NOV 27. 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM (cst)

Rose Hill Cemetery
Pulaski, IL

mailto:crain@crainsonline.com
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A Lab for Life Family - November 25, 2024 at 04:43 PM

A Lab for Life Family purchased the Arrive in Styl
e for the family of William "Bill" Hendricks.

November 25, 2024 at 02:54 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William "Bill" Hendricks.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Fred Rushing - November 24, 2024 at 08:58 PM

I went to work for Illinois Bell in June of 1967. Just released from
army and newly married two weeks prior to that. 

 Bill was my Forman in my new job. From day one I knew Bill was
kind and gentle man from day one.i was in a terrible car accident 7
weeks later. To this day I can see him standing at the end of my bed
in the hospital telling me not worry. My job would be there when I
was able to return. Never have forgotten that act of kindness to new
young man he hardly knew. 

 Worked for him as my foreman on and off for 33 years. Many times
he share things with me and gave me good advice. I'm sure any of
the many guys that worked for him will tell you similar stories. 
He was a good and caring person besides a great. Boss. 

 My wife Marie and I have family and friends in thoughts and
prayers. 

  
Fred Rushing 

 Illinois Bell 
 1967 to 1999

November 23, 2024 at 10:43 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William "Bill" Hendricks.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Glenda, Susan and Valerie - November 23, 2024 at 12:51 PM

Glenda, Susan and Valerie purchased the Simply
Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of William
"Bill" Hendricks.

https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.crainsonline.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

